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Purpose of this presentation

• To give parents and students the information to make an informed 
choice about university

• Overview of the application process 

• Unifrog and UCAS – resources 



Choosing the right course…..

…..Use ‘Unifrog’: 

All Lower 6 students have signed up to this careers platform which is a fantastic tool to research careers, 

university courses, produce application documents and enhance their career portfolios.

You, as parents, can also sign up to see what is available – more details later.



The Unifrog tools



Careers Library

• Over 1000 career profiles

• Presents information from a range of sources

• Includes qualifications and skills needed, interviews 

with industry professionals and labour market 

information

• Explores progression opportunities and what a working 

week really looks like



Know-how library

Hundreds of resources linked 
to FAQs about careers and 
university applications.

Students can watch video 
tutorials and get useful hints 
and tips



Subjects library



UK Universities

• Students can enter subject of interest and projected grades to see 

all relevant university courses available in the UK

• Rank and filter opportunities by factors like hours of lectures, price 

of accommodation and graduate job rates

• Get direct links to university information pages, with impartial 

information on courses and institutions

• Save unlimited shortlists to refer back to later



Special Opportunities

• Includes £5 million-worth of grants, bursaries, 

scholarships, contextual offers and extracurricular 

activities

• These can be filtered by circumstances or 

characteristics, depending on the access requirements 

of the opportunity

• Includes direct links for applying

• Unlimited shortlists can be created and referred back to



Parents & guardians, get signed up!

There are many more useful applications on 

Unifrog.

Go to www.unifrog.org/student and click ‘Sign in 

for the first time’ 

You’ll be asked for some details and a form code. 

The form code is:

ladiesparents

After signing up, log into Unifrog using your email 

address and password via the student sign-in 

page!

Please note this only allows you to see what your 

daughter has access to. It does NOT allow you 

access to your daughter's account!

http://www.unifrog.org/student


Other KEY resource

• UCAS

https://ucas.com

• Sign up for information designed for 
parents https://www.ucas.com/parents-signup

https://ucas.com
https://www.ucas.com/parents-signup


The Application Process 

• UCAS Apply

• Opens in May 2020



Apply key facts
• Application is entirely online.

• Maximum of five choices of degree courses 

• - usually at different universities

• - but you can choose different courses at the same university

• - your course choices need to be similar subjects

• - You only write one personal statement for all of your choices

• Some choice restrictions:

• medicine, veterinary medicine/science, dentistry

• maximum of four plus a non-medical insurance choice

• e.g. Biomedical Science

• You can only apply to Oxford or Cambridge, not both!

Security marking: PUBLIC



Apply key facts
• Simple application cost: 

• one choice – £20 (changed for 2020 cycle)    

• two to five choices – £25 

• Equal consideration: 

- all applications received before Jan 15th are treated equally

- After Jan 15th places are very limited!

• ‘Invisibility’ – universities can not see your other choices

Security marking: PUBLIC



When to apply for 2021 entry

21 May 2020 UCAS Undergraduate Apply opens for 2021 entry.

4 September 2020 First day for receipt of completed applications.

15 October 2020 Deadline for courses in medicine, veterinary 

and dentistry, and Oxford or Cambridge.

15 January 2021 Equal consideration application deadline.

25 February 2021 Extra opens (see slide 21)

30 June 2021 Last date for applications before Clearing.
* All 18:00 (UK time)

Security marking: PUBLIC



Completing the UCAS application
Sections to complete:
1. Personal details
2. Additional information
3. Student finance  
4. Choices
5. Education
6. Employment
7. Personal statement
8. Referee details

Tutor adds reference

UCAS

Universities/colleges

Security marking: PUBLIC

Students will do this in Careers lessons in September. PLEASE 
DO NOT DO THIS OUT OF LESSON TIME as we need to ensure 
it is correct



Decisions
personal statement 

qualifications

reference 

Universities and colleges will review:e:

Admissions test

Interview 

Portfolio/audition

They may also ask for:

And make one of three decisions:

Unconditional offer

Conditional offer

Unsuccessful

Security marking: PUBLIC



Unconditional Offers

This is when a university offers you a spot on a 
course regardless of the final grades you achieve.

Accept with caution!
Takes the  pressure off

BUT
• Grades stick with you for the rest of your life .
• The work you are doing now is preparation for 

what you can expect to be doing at University.



What should I do if I get an Unconditional Offer?

•Don't rush your decision

•Review all your options

•Weigh up that guaranteed offer

•Accepting an unconditional offer: you are 
committing to go to that university. So you can't 
select an insurance choice or enter Clearing

SPEAK TO STAFF AND GET THEIR ADVICE!

http://university.which.co.uk/advice/clearing-results-day/the-survivors-guide-to-clearing


Tracking applications

Track allows applicants to: 

• follow the progress of their application 24/7

• see their choices and personal information

• view their offers

• reply to offers online

In Track, a student can hold up to two offers:

• firm – their first choice. If they meet the conditions of the offer 
they will be placed here

• insurance – acts as a back-up choice if they are not placed with 
their firm choice



Security marking: PUBLIC

Extra (25 Feb – 5 Jul)

Used all five choices and had no offers (or declined all 
offers/withdrew). 
Add Extra choices for consideration one at a time via Track.

Clearing (6 Jul – Oct)

Apply after 30 June, receive no offers, decline all offers, or not met 
conditions. 
Find vacancies from 6 July, and add one choice via Track.

Adjustment (up to five days in Aug) 

Placed with firm choice, and did better than conditional offer.
Register in Track, then find another university or college. The new 
university or college adjusts the record.

Self Release (from 6 July)

If holding a firm unconditional place, you can use online self-release 
into Clearing, by using the ‘decline your place’ button in Track.

Other options



Security marking: PUBLIC

What should your child be doing now?

• Research – Use UCAS and Unifrog to research courses

• Creating university shortlists – Unifrog ‘Applications’ tool

• Open days? 

- There are virtual open days being set up by many universities

• Go beyond the syllabus 

- Extra reading, Moocs etc

- use the ‘Geek out’ sections in the ‘Subject library’ on Unifrog

• Focus on this year’s studies.



Security marking: PUBLIC

How can you support them?

• Use the parents/guardians’ section of the UCAS website at 
www.ucas.com/parents.

• Sign up for updates from UCAS, and get everything you need to 
know about the application process direct to your inbox.

• Offer to attend open days (hopefully)– you may have a 
different perspective.

• Don’t book family holidays at key times.

• Make sure they read everything carefully that is sent to them.

http://www.ucas.com/parents
https://www.ucas.com/parents-signup


LC Timeline 2021 Entry
• May 2019 UCAS apply goes online

• 15th June 2020 Virtual UCAS day*

• Summer 2020-Easter 2021 Encouraged to attend open days*

• 1st Sept 2020 UCAS begins accepting applications

• 8th Oct 2020 Internal LC deadline for Oxbridge, Medics & Vets

• 15th Oct 2020 UCAS deadline for Oxbridge, Medics & Vets

• 11th December 2020 Internal LC deadline to complete applications

• 15th Jan 2021 UCAS Applications official deadline

• 6th May 2021 Deadline to decide Firm & Insurance places

• 12th August 2021 Exam Results! Places confirmed/clearing

• End Sept 2021 Higher Education term begins

* subject to travel constrictions

ALL DATES ARE CURRENT AT TIME OF PUBLICATION (if UCAS adapt their 
deadlines so will we!)



 Please contact Miss Dudin with any questions

edudin@ladiescollege.ac.gg

We aim to hold a question and answer session for 
parents on 14th May at 8pm. To join this session 
please log in via your daughter's Teams account. If 
this is not possible please email and we will set, 
you up as a guest for the evening.

mailto:edudin@ladiescollege.ac.gg


Funding for University
For more information on this I encourage you to contact:

Student Finance, Route Des Coutanchez, St. Peter Port, Guernsey, GY1 2TT (Tel. 706560 or email 

studentfinance@gov.gg)

Or visit the student finance website https://www.gov.gg/studentfinance

mailto:studentfinance@gov.gg
https://www.gov.gg/studentfinance


Tuition Fees

All subjects apart from 

Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary

and other healthcare courses £ 9,250

BUT maximum anyone pays is £ 9,150

Maintenance Expenses and Tuition Fees



NO STUDENT LOANS!

Maintenance Expenses and Tuition Fees



Maintenance Expenses (2018/2019)

Living Costs
In London £7,923    (for 31 weeks = 

£255.58 per week)

Elsewhere £6,508   (for 31 weeks = 
£209.94 per week)

Travel (Guernsey - UK), 3 return trips
South of England £462
Rest of UK £576

Maintenance Expenses and Tuition Fees



• Guernsey, Jersey and IOM have negotiated 
‘home’ fees (approximately £9,250) with most 
universities. Exceptions are Cambridge, and 
Imperial College.

• From September 2013 Cambridge College 
fees, currently about £6500-7,000, have been 
assessed for parental contribution.

• The States debated student grants/loans 
again in March 2014 and agreed this structure



The parental contribution is assessed against the 
GROSS parental income – the students’ income from 
holiday jobs or work whilst at university, or from any 
bursaries is NOT taken into account (unless the latter 
is more than £3,950)

£38,224 is subtracted from the gross total; the balance 
is called the ‘residual’.

This ‘residual’ is then divided by 4

This is then the parental contribution

How it works



Total gross parental income: £80,000.00

£38,224.00 -

Residual: £41,776.00 / 4 =

Parental contribution: £10,444.00

This is initially assessed against the maintenance & 
travel total of £7,084, leaving a balance of:

£3,360.00

which would go towards tuition fees, leaving 
Education to pay £9,250 - £3,360.00 = £5,890

How it works



Total gross parental income: £40,000.00
£38,224.00 -

Residual: £ 1,776.00 / 4 =
Parental contribution: £ 444.00

This is initially assessed against the maintenance & travel total 
of £7,084 leaving a balance of:

£6,640 
to be paid by Education and
Education to pay £9,250 tuition fees, making a total grant of:

£16,140

How it works



The maximum parental contribution towards fees is 
£9,150 (ie everyone gets £100!)

Thus:
Fees contribution: £    9150
Maintenance & Travel: £    7,084
Maximum Parental contribution: £  16,234
No grant if parental income is over: 4x

£  64,936
£  38,224
£103,160

How it works



There is also a further assessed contribution 
where the parents hold capital assets in 
excess of £100,000; this is assessed at 2.1%

There are further allowances if more than one 
child at university and for additional 
dependent children (about £4,000 per child, 
dependent on age), single parents etc.

If in doubt – telephone Education and speak to 
them – they are actually very helpful!

How it works


