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Madam Chairman, Governors, Mrs Clancy, distinguished guests, parents and girls. Today is a 

special day in our school calendar. It provides us with the opportunity to come together and 

take the time to reflect on the successes of all the girls throughout the year and celebrate all 

that our unique Melrose community has achieved. This year, we are pleased that all the 

Melrose girls and staff are joining us in the Senior School hall. The girls, themselves, have 

played a key part in preparations for today and will be sharing with you their personal 

highlights of the school year. 

I have taught at Melrose for 13 years and feel extremely privileged to be part of such a 

special school. If I was asked as a parent what I would like most for my daughter at school I 

would reply a happy, well-rounded, independent, confident girl with a passion for learning.  

As a teacher, I believe that at Melrose we provide the girls with every opportunity to become 

exactly that. Visitors regularly comment on how our girls seem so enthusiastic, confident and 

keen to learn, when they tour the school. So how do we achieve this and in particular what 

have we done at school this year to encourage the girls to thrive? 

I am a person who likes quotes and would like to share with you one of my favourites. 

Education is not the filling of a pail but the lighting of a fire. 

Gone are the days when school was about learning facts and being competent in reading, 

writing and arithmetic. Whilst academic excellence is still important, as educators it is our job 

to create an environment which supports each child's needs and provides them with the tools 

required to become confident, self-reliant and resilient individuals who are enthused and 

inspired by the challenges and opportunities that school and indeed life has to offer.  

At Melrose we are very fortunate to have an extremely dedicated and experienced team of 

staff who excel at creating opportunities within the curriculum for ‘fires to be lit’ and not 

only during our excellent Forest schools program!  

This year we have taken our learning outside as much as possible, allowing the girls to use 

the natural environment to support a variety of subjects. The outside area now has resources 

and displays to encourage learning and there is evidence all around of the girls ‘growing 

activities’ including our outdoor growing trug and our willow tunnel which is beginning to 

take shape. Over the Summer holidays we will continue this development with the 

installation of the new Junior Playground, complete with an outdoor classroom for all, 

reading arbours, inspired by our work this year with the Literary Book Bench and additional 

outdoor resources to enhance the girls learning experiences next year. 



It is widely known and famously quoted by Benjamin Franklin, that we learn best by actively 

doing things and we provide the girls with a huge range of ‘hands on' activities to support 

their learning. Junior Remove have experienced virtual sailing, and then the real thing last 

week, the Preparatory department have had a wealth of art, craft and cooking activities and 

been visited by the Police and Fire Services, Form III put their survival and teamwork skills 

to the test taking part in a practical challenge day with the Red Cross and have learnt to stay 

safe on their bikes gaining their Level I cycling and Form I have had great fun in their 

practical Science lessons making sherbert. 

And learning does not stop at school, despite living in an age of risk assessments and health 

and safety, we value the extra skills that visits can develop and the girls have been ‘out and 

about’ throughout the year, to museums, churches, gardens, the library, the beach, and even – 

the tip! 

Research shows that a child’s attitude to learning is equally as important as their intelligence 

and indeed a positive attitude underpins academic achievement. Those showing a Growth 

Mindset and strong character traits, such as reliance, perseverance, initiative and 

independence outperform those with simply a higher IQ in the longer term. This year we have 

also introduced the Decider Skills in order to support the girls' emotional development and 

well-being and to provide them with strategies to help them to develop emotional strength 

and good judgment.  

As a school community, we are very supportive of each other and positively encourage the 

girls to ‘have a go’ and ‘not give up’.  We are going to further the promotion of developing a 

Growth Mindset through the launch of our Melrose Mindset in September. 

Activity week provides the perfect opportunity to promote character building and to develop 

teamwork and interpersonal skills in activities out of the classroom. Junior Remove and Form 

I have challenged themselves, and I think their teachers have challenged themselves too, 

through coasteering, kayaking and crate stacking amongst other activities with Outdoor 

Guernsey and the Preparatory Department have worked together on a range of fun activities 

in Saumarez park.  

Form II developed a wide range of skills on their Tudor Trip to London. They gained a 

wealth of historical knowledge through hands on activities, learnt about independence, 

bedroom tidying and indeed teamwork in steering the pedalos in Hyde Park and Form III 

rounded off their time at Melrose with a memorable trip to France. 

Sport at Melrose goes from strength to strength. The range of sports that the girls experience 

is impressive and we are blessed with some very talented sports women. However, sport at 

Melrose also offers the girls the chance to encourage each other, show perseverance and work 

as a team through matches and school events in Netball, Cross Country, Tag Rugby, Athletics 

and swimming amongst others. I am hugely impressed, and on occasions quite moved, during 

these events by the way Melrose girls encourage each other.  



This feeling of community is a real strength of our school. As we are a small school the girls 

support each other across the age ranges with the older girls working with the younger ones 

and playing together at lunch times, there are no boundaries just an enjoyment of each other's 

company. 

Our Form III girls again have taken on their roles as Prefects, Librarians, ICT, Sport and Prep 

monitors so responsibly over the year and have played a key part in leading the school 

community. The School Council too have played a central part this year both in fundraising 

but also in providing a voice for the girls on school issues. 

Not only do the girls support each other, but they have supported those beyond the school 

gates this year through a range of charity events, which have not only raised a considerable 

amount of money for good causes but which have also increased the girls’ awareness of the 

needs of others and given them an understanding of how they have roles and responsibilities 

in society.  

This year we have, with your support, taken part in the Swimarathon, dressed up for Children 

In Need, run a mile for Sports Relief, walked the cliffs for The Walk For Wildlife, Worn It 

Wild for Toilet Twinning, filled Smartie tubes with money for Jonah, sold poppies for The 

Royal British Legion, thrown Wet Sponges at Mrs Morris for Les Bourgs Hospice and Worn 

It Loud for Auditory Verbal UK. Sophia in Junior Remove was an ambassador for Auditory 

Verbal UK and spoke about her deafness at The House Of Commons, a real achievement for 

anyone yet alone a 7 year old. We were all treated to a repeat of her talk in our special 

assembly on Wear It Loud day. 

Form III continued their tradition of bringing a little Christmas cheer by singing to the 

residents at The Cheshire Homes and Browhill. 

I have provided you with a range of examples on how we encourage our girls to be passionate 

about learning and well-rounded but how do we promote confidence?  

The ability to perform in front of an audience can be a challenge for many (I myself am 

finding it a little challenging today!) but the feeling of self-achievement when you have 

performed can be enormous.  

I believe that the girls at Melrose are confident because they are given the opportunity to 

perform on stage from an early age, this year in the Preparatory Nativity ‘ Hey Ewe ‘ and in 

the Junior Production of The Jungle Book. In both shows the girls performed with such 

confidence and enjoyment, showing not only a great deal of talent but also self-assurance 

well beyond their years. The Summer concert also provided the opportunity for all the Junior 

girls to perform musically, there was a fantastic atmosphere in the hall and the girls 

performed with real gusto. 

Melrose girls have also excelled when performing in the Eisteddfod this year. Girls from 

Upper Prep to Form III sang and performed poetry in French, both individually and in 

groups, winning 5 out of the six classes entered classes. The Preparatory department also 

sang some energetic songs this time in English in the Unison singing class. The Junior choir 



sang beautifully winning the Sacred Singing Class and in addition the small music groups and 

many individual girls gave excellent performances, I congratulate all who took part on their 

courage and commitment. 

All the Junior girls also did themselves proud entering the Design An Ad Competition this 

year. The results were excellent with 11 girls receiving first, second or third places in their 

categories and Giselle Fuller winning the Junior Designer Of The Year. 

So you can see that we endeavour at Melrose to create an environment which provides every 

opportunity for your daughters to grow academically, socially and emotionally into confident 

individuals.  

However, Melrose is very much a community and it relies upon us working with you, as 

parents, to offer all that we can to benefit the girls.  

We are so lucky at Melrose to have such supportive parents and I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the parents who have helped over the year in lessons, activities, 

productions, with Christmas parties, on trips and with cake sales. Thank you also to our 

fantastic PTA who have not only nearly raised the £34,000 needed to complete the renovation 

of the Junior Outdoor area but who have also provided a range of enjoyable activities for 

parents and girls alike, including film nights, the Christmas Fayre, bingo and of course the 

Pancake Breakfast amongst others. Mrs Platt Ransom & Mrs Collenette are stepping down 

from the PTA committee this year as is John Bracegirdle as chairman. They have all 

dedicated a great deal of time to the PTA and we thank them for all their work. 

May I also take this opportunity to thank all of you who have contributed to our Phase 3 Fund 

Raising Campaign. I am sure that you agree the building is looking stunning and is on track 

for opening in September. It will be wonderful to give the Melrose girls the opportunity to eat 

in the brand new refectory and the Junior girls to have class music lessons in a dedicated, 

well equipped music room. Fundraising still continues and donations are still being gratefully 

received towards this excellent facility. 

Two other key members of our school community have been out link governors Mr Jack 

Honeybill and Mrs Stephanie Nickolls. Both have been extremely supportive of Melrose over 

many years and have been regulars in the school, supporting events and working with the 

girls. Mr Honeybill has now stepped down as a school governor and Mrs Nickolls will be in 

December. We sincerely thank them for all they have done over the years and ask them both 

to please keep in touch with us.   

Others that are moving on, this time to the next chapter in their education, are the Form III 

girls. They will be sharing their reflections on their time at Melrose with you later but I would 

like to thank them for all the happy memories they have created over the years and 

congratulate them all on how they have grown and blossomed into such accomplished young 

ladies. 

At the start of my report on the school year, which I hope doesn’t seem too long ago, I said 

that as a mother I would aim for my daughter to be a happy, well-rounded, independent and 



confident girl with a passion for learning. My report has hopefully reinforced the view that by 

sending your daughters to Melrose, you are educating them in a community and environment 

that provides every opportunity for that to happen.  

Finally, I would like to say thank you. Thank you, to you as parents for the support that you 

show your daughters in their education, thank you to Sarah Spurrier for handing over a school 

with such excellent foundations, thank you to every member of the marvellous Melrose staff 

for their commitment and passion and, probably most importantly, girls thank you to you, for 

a fun filled year, for the enthusiasm you show and the smiles that you give, as it is this that 

makes teaching at Melrose so very worthwhile. 

Thank you. 

 


